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Market Schedule - The Market will be held from 7:30am to 12:00noon every Saturday from May 15 through October 30. Sales will not be permitted before 7:30 a.m., and tear-down must be completed by 12:30 p.m. To allow adequate preparation time, all vendors are required to respect the opening time and refrain from early sales. For the convenience of customers and vendors, a bell will be rung to mark the opening time. Vendors are expected to arrive by at least 7:00 am. Spaces of vendors who do not arrive by this time may be reassigned to another vendor.
Restrictions on Driving through the Market – Due to safety concerns, no vehicles may be driven through the Market between 7:15am and 12:00noon. If a vendor needs to leave early, a space at the end of the street may be requested. Other options may be discussed with Farmers’ Market representatives at the Information Booth.
Extension of Market Schedule – In the event that the Market schedule or season is extended for any reason, these guidelines will remain in effect.
Obligations of Market Management – The Farmers’ Market will be promoted through local media advertising, posters, banners, and press releases. A representative will be available to open and close the Market and to address any vendor or customer concerns. Concerns may also be addressed to Downtown Bloomington Association at the address or phone number indicated below.  
Application & Jury Process  – All new and returning vendors must submit an application form by April 5, 2010, describing products to be sold. A jury fee of $10 must be included with the application. In the case of a “consortium” of artists sharing a space, the $10 jury fee and examples/photos of work must be included for each artist represented. All artists must provide good-quality printed or digital photos representative of the work to be sold at the Market.Computer disks or CDs of artwork are acceptable, provided images are at least 400 x 600 pixels and in one of the following formats: jpg, bmp, or tiff formats. Acceptance/decline letters will be mailed by April 19, 2010.
Participation Policies:  All fine arts and fine crafts presented must be the original artwork of the exhibiting artist.  Castings from commercial molds, kit items, and buy/sell items will not be allowed. The Farmers’ Market reserves the right to exclude any work it deems unsuitable for display, or which it judges not to have been accurately represented by the photos or the application. If the artist wishes to sell items not represented in the original application, an amended application must be submitted before the additional items can be offered for sale. Printed products featuring the vendor’s original work are permitted and may include posters, photographic prints, note cards, t-shirts, Giclee prints, etc.  However, such products must constitute less than 30% of the retail value of displayed art and must be identified as reproductions. If a booth space is to have representation from a variety of artists, each included artist must be approved by the jury process before their work may be displayed and/or sold at the Farmers’ Market.
Rental Fees & Participation Schedule: Booth rental fees for the 2010 season are $250 (for full season artists) or $15 per week (for partial, “drop-in” artists). Full time artists must pay the full season fees by May 15, 2010. Part-time artists must pay $15 the week of participation before setting up in an available space.
Booth Space – A standard street stall consists of one parallel or two head-in parking spaces. One vehicle is permitted per street stall. Booth spaces will be assigned at the beginning of the season for full-season artists. An additional number of booth spaces will be reserved for “drop-in” artists, available on a first come, first served basis. Any set up items (tents, chairs, tables, display boards, etc.) are the responsibility of the vendor. Electricity is not provided, nor are gas generators permitted. 
Parking - Adequate, convenient parking is a requirement for attracting customers to the Market. One vehicle is permitted per street stall; additional vendor vehicles must be parked in designated city parking garages. Parking additional vehicles on the street, inside or outside market boundaries is prohibited. The attached map indicates the location of the free garage parking options. Failure to comply with this requirement may result in forfeiture of stall space and vendor fees. 
Legal Compliance – Vendors are expected to familiarize themselves with local and state laws related to their business and are responsible for compliance.  Examples include laws related to health, sales taxes, and insurance.  Officials may visit the Market to assure compliance with regulations.
Commitment to Market – Full season artists are expected to honor the participation schedule established at the beginning of the season. If the vendor is unable to attend on a scheduled date, Market representatives should be notified one week in advance. Vendors missing more than 3 weeks will be reassigned as a partial-season artist and will be required to follow drop-in procedures; including the additional fee of $5 per week for the remainder of the season. Exceptions may be requested for emergencies and on dates where inclement weather poses a risk to the vendor’s work. Market management has final authority to approve requests for exceptions. Partial-season artists are considered “drop-in” and receive space on a first come, first served bases each week. As such, they are not required to notify Market management of attendance/non-attendance.
Signage – Signs identifying the name and location of the vendor’s business must be posted before sales begin.  Signs, boards, tags, or labels listing prices of all products for sale must be posted prior to the beginning of sales.
Sales Practices – No crying out, “hawking,” or other aggressive sales techniques are allowed. Market management will make the final determination as to whether a particular sales practice falls within this provision. Vendors must agree to follow the direction of Market representatives in regard to these practices.
Code of Conduct – Vendor behavior, personal appearance, and maintenance of their sales area should reflect positively on the Market’s overall appearance, quality, and reputation. To support this obligation, vendors are expected to:  
Maintain safe, clean conditions in and around the sales area
Maintain a professional and tidy personal appearance
Maintain cordial relations with customers, Market management, and other vendors
Refrain from smoking in and around the sales area
Maintain clear access for pedestrian traffic
Clean up – Vendors are responsible for cleaning all trash and waste within and around their allotted space before leaving the Market each week. Tear-down must be completed and the street cleared for re-opening by 12:30 p.m.
Noncompliance – The Market reserves the right to refuse acceptance of any vendor or product that is not in keeping with the rules or quality standards of the Market or to terminate the participation of a vendor who does not comply with these requirements. Market representatives have final authority to make decisions in compliance disputes.  Vendors may address concerns to Downtown Bloomington Association at the address or phone number indicated below.
Location – The Market will be located on the 200 block of North Main, on the 100 and partial 200 block of West Jefferson, and on the 200 and partial 300 block of North Center. The Market will be held as scheduled rain or shine.  There is no alternative location in the event of rain, so vendors should come prepared if rain appears likely. A tent or canopy is recommended but should be properly anchored with weights (not stakes) in case of windy conditions.
Vendor Participation in Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) and Credit/Debit Card Service Program -- To ensure consistency and clarity for customers, the Market requires that all vendors participate in the EBT and debit/credit service program. The Downtown Bloomington Farmers’ Market operates an Electronic Benefit Transfer (EBT) and Credit/Debit card service program.  The EBT program enables the Market to accept Link cards from customers in payment for wooden tokens that can be used to purchase eligible food items, under the USDA’s Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) – formerly known as Food Stamps. The Credit/Debit card program enables the Market to accept credit and debit cards from customers as payment for wooden tokens that can be used by customers to purchase any items sold at the market, including art, flowers, plants, and decorative items.
Hold Harmless Clause and Insurance – All vendors participating in the Farmers Market shall be individually and severally responsible for any loss, bodily or personal injury, death, and/or property damage that may occur as a result of the vendor’s negligence or that of its servants, agents, and employees. By signing the 2010 Downtown Bloomington Farmers’ Market General Agreement, each vendor agrees to indemnify and save Downtown Bloomington Association, the City of Bloomington, and their officers, agents, and employees harmless from any loss, cost, damages, and other expenses, including attorneys’ fees, suffered or incurred by reason of the vendor’s negligence or that of its servants, agents and employees; provided that the vendor shall not be responsible nor required to indemnify Downtown Bloomington Association or the City of Bloomington for their negligence or that of their officers, agents, or employees. No insurance is provided by Downtown Bloomington Association or the City of Bloomington for the benefit of participants in the Farmers’ Market.  Vendors must maintain a policy of insurance covering their obligation under this agreement.

Please address questions or concerns to:

Downtown Bloomington Farmers’ Market
Downtown Bloomington Association
106 W. Monroe Street
Bloomington, IL  61701

Phone: 309-829-9599     Fax: 309-829-9925





LOCATION OF DOWNTOWN PARKING GARAGES

One vehicle is permitted to park within your booth space. Additional vendor vehicles should be parked in one of the parking garages marked with a “P.”  There is unlimited free parking in these garages on weekends. Please DO NOT park additional vehicles on the street. This is out of consideration of our market visitors.
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