	
	Downtown Bloomington Farmers’ Market
Downtown Bloomington Association
106 W. Monroe
Bloomington Illinois, 61701
309-829-9599



March 18, 2010

Dear Friend,

We are now accepting applications for the 2010 Downtown Bloomington Farmers’ Market & Artists’ Alley. This is our twelfth year in Downtown Bloomington – where we have enjoyed steady growth, attracting over 1,000 customers per week. Since fine arts and crafts were first introduced to the Downtown Bloomington Farmers’ Market, the market has become an increasingly popular venue for local residents to purchase high-quality local art and fine crafts. During 2006, we introduced a jury system to further strengthen the market’s reputation as a reliable source for the finest in local arts and crafts. 
ABOUT THE 2010 APPLICATION: Included with this letter are the Operating Guidelines and a 2010 Application. Artists’ applications will be due April 5, and acceptance letters will be mailed by April 19. You will notice that the artists’ booth fees have been reinstated this year, with the fees based on the level of attendance. We have checked fees for other farmers' markets in the area, and we feel our fees continue to be reasonable in comparison. All of the fees you pay are invested directly into market operations and promotions -- and costs are kept to a minimum through the use of volunteers and donation of administrative support from Downtown Bloomington Association. The McLean County Arts Center will be providing the jury for our artists this year – and the jury fee will be applied entirely to covering the cost of the jury process. We will cover the budget in more detail and give you an opportunity to ask questions during our pre-season meeting.  
ARTISTS’ PARTICIPATION OPTIONS AND FEES: Artists may choose to be full-season (and receive the same booth space each week) or partial season (“drop-in” booth space; first come first served until designated spaces are full). Full season artists will be charged $250 for the season, which equates to $10 per day. Partial season artists will be charged $15 per Saturday in attendance. In addition, there is a non-refundable $10 jury fee for all artists, which must be submitted along with your application. NOTE: All artists, whether full-season or partial season, are required to be approved by the jury before allowing to set up at the Downtown Bloomington Farmers’ Market. We will also anticipate that we will need to begin charging a $50 booth fee for the Thanksgiving Market. More information about the Thanksgiving Market and fees will be distributed mid-season.
PRE-SEASON MEETING: We have scheduled the pre-season meeting for fine arts and crafts vendors -- and we are hoping to see you there! The Artist pre-season meeting will be Tuesday, March 30, from 6:00pm - 7:30pm at the McLean County Museum of History. This meeting will provide an opportunity for you to meet other prospective vendors, ask questions, learn more about the budget, and get additional information about the Downtown Bloomington Farmers' Market. Additionally, we will be discussing the location of the artists’ section within the Farmers’ Market boundaries. 
MARKET SEASON DATES: The Market will open on May 15 and will continue on Saturday mornings through October 30.  Again this year, we will sponsor a Thanksgiving Market on the weekend before Thanksgiving – November 20 – at the U. S. Cellular Coliseum in Downtown Bloomington (time tdb). Vendors participating in the regular season will have an opportunity to participate in this popular holiday market, on a space-available basis. More information will be provided at a later date.
PARKING REQUIREMENTS: As attendance at the Market grows, it becomes increasingly important for market shoppers to have adequate parking convenient to the market. Please note vendors are permitted to have only one vehicle per space inside the market. Our Rules & Regulations prohibit vendors from parking additional vehicles on the street outside the market boundaries. Additional vendor vehicles MUST be parked in one of the city parking garages.    
If you have questions about the Market, please do not hesitate to contact Downtown Bloomington Association at 309-829-9599 or send an email to me at jmullinix@downtownbloomington.org . We look forward to receiving your application!
Sincerely,						


Jennifer Mullinix
Downtown Bloomington Association	
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